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Unidentified Woman:  Welcome to the GEAR UP Maine podcast.  Today we’ll be speaking with high school students in Maine about their plans for college and beyond.

Ms. Pamela:  My name is Pamela.  I am in 12th grade.  My plans for college is that I am going to go to University of Maine at Machias, at least that’s my number one.  I want to major in genetic biology, and I want to minor in psychology.  

My plans from there are after getting my doctorate, I’m going to open up my own practice one way or another.  I’m going to be able to help people, which is something I’ve always wanted to do.  And I want to be able to just be there for anybody that needs me.

Unidentified Man:  I haven’t decided what colleges I’m going to apply to yet, but I’m doing a lot of career surveys and stuff as a sophomore, so.

Ms. Kristy:  I’m Kristy, and I’m in grade 11.  I’m thinking about going to like a cosmetology school.  

Unidentified Woman:  And next, we have Michelle who is in 12th grade.  Michelle, what schools have you applied to this year?
Ms. Michelle:  I applied to UMF for the creative writing program and NESCom for communications and Cazenovia in New York for fashion design and a business minor.

Unidentified Woman:  And do you have a first choice?

Ms. Michelle:  Yeah, NESCom in Bangor.  I really--I don’t know, the communications, I just, I love the whole thing.  I think I’d be pretty good at it.

Unidentified Woman:  Next, we have Desiree who’s also in 10th grade.  Desiree, did you always think you’d go to college?

Ms. Desiree:  No, I didn’t think I’d always go to college.

Unidentified Woman:  And have your plans changed?

Ms. Desiree:  Yeah, I decided this year that I was going to go to college.

Unidentified Woman:  Do you know what you’ll do with your college degree?

Ms. Desiree:  I want to be a counselor, like I want to work with people.

Unidentified Woman:  Now, I have a question for Ryan, who is a Senior this year.  Ryan, what do you hope no one will ever say to you about going to college?

Mr. Ryan:  I hope people never say that college is a waste of time or money because that’s so far from the truth.

Unidentified Woman:  I’d like to hear about who is encouraging you in your plans for the future.  Simon?

Mr. Simon:  My parents are encouraging me to go to college, as well as my teachers and even myself because I want to have a really good career someday and do something that I love to do.

Unidentified Woman:  My advisor, Mr. Graham, helped me realize my potential that I had to be a good student and to be a good actor.  And he always supported me in that.

Unidentified Woman:  My next question is for Pamela.  What would you like to hear from other Maine students?

Ms. Pamela:  I like to hear that Maine students are at least willing to try.  They’re not going to go there for like a month or maybe less and give up.

Unidentified Woman:  Thank you all for taking the time to speak with me and share your stories and ideas.  

My last question is, if you could say one thing to other Maine students, what would that be?

Mr. Ryan:  Go to college.  I mean, it can’t hurt to go and at least try and find something.  There’s always a college for someone.  It helps so much to have an education.
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