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Promising Futures:  A Call to Improve Learning for 
Maine’s Secondary Students

CORE PRACTICE 6 

Every student employs a personal learning plan to target individual as well as common learning goals and to specify learning activities that will lead to the attainment of those goals. 

Rationale

Individuals vary greatly and increasingly through the secondary years in their learning styles, interests, histories, and aspirations. Currently, our system treats most students identically in these regards. To reach the goals of high achievement and high aspirations for every Maine youth presented in the Maine Learning Results, schooling must recognize the individuality of each student’s learning path. The student’s voice and the voices of her/his parents are essential to the school’s ability to meet the student’s personal learning goals. The joint effort of students, parents, and school staff is necessary if students are to attain what they seek and what we seek for them.  

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS 

· The personal learning plan begins where the student is and identifies  learning strengths, challenges, and strategies to meet: goals and standards common to all students that are developed by each school and that adhere to the Guiding Principles of the Maine Learning Results; the student's goals for future education, work, and life choices. 

· Student, teacher(s), and parent(s) collaborate in the plan's development, execution, and review. 

· Progress is reviewed every 6-8 weeks: past activity and assessments are used to revisit and, if appropriate, revise learning plans. 

· Parents and staff use the plan as a planning device for the transition from secondary school to a future appropriate for each student; plans and assessments constitute a portfolio that exhibits for future purposes, the student’s talents, challenges, and future potential. 
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What are Personal Learning Plans (PLP's)?

Organized around three simple questions--Who am I? How am I doing? Where am I going?--PLP's address the unique strengths, interests and priorities of students with the guidance and support of their advisor, teachers, and families.  PLP's are dynamic; ideally they guide all students' learning and educational plans. While many aspects of the PLP are documented on paper, most important is the relationship that exists among students, advisors, and parents/guardians.  Student-led conferences provide a formal opportunity for the student, advisor, and parent/guardian to meet to discuss the student's learning and the Personal Learning Plan.

What are the big ideas behind Personal Learning Plans?
Students learn best when:

· they have goals to guide their learning.

· they understand clearly what they are trying to learn and what is expected of them.

· they are fully involved in making decisions about their learning, about what they need to do next, and who can give them help if they need it.

· they are given feedback about the quality of their work and what they can do to make it better.

What are the benefits of Personal Learning Plans?
· PLP's give students a stake in their education.

· PLP's give teachers a vehicle for getting to know their students and families on a more personal level.

· PLP's give the students' families increased opportunities to be involved in their children's education.

· PLP's provide a valuable learning experience which teaches students to set goals, evaluate their work and take greater responsibility for their own learning.

· PLP's allow for the recognition of students' interests and achievements beyond a purely subject-based focus.
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