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12th Grade Student Guide: A “To Do” List for Students
From research and experience, we have compiled a list of activities that increase the likelihood that you will enroll, and have success, in college. Many of these activities require your parents' support or permission, so be sure to keep them informed. We do not require you to take part in these activities, but we encourage you to do so, as they can help you in your preparations for college success!  Congratulations and best wishes on your path to college and beyond!

· Maintain excellent attendance and continue to complete coursework before and after college applications and acceptance letters.

· Seek out help from teachers, parent(s), guidance counselors, and others if you are struggling in any classes. They may be able to help you get extra tutoring or study- skills classes.

· Participate in at least one extracurricular activity such as sports, music, student government, or drama, and volunteer in your community. Keep a record of your activities.

· Meet with your guidance counselor to:

· Learn about taking the SAT and reporting scores to the colleges where you are applying.

· Find out about college-related initiatives that you may participate in/attend.

· Learn about financial aid that is available from federal, state, local, and private sources.

· Explore scholarship opportunities available through corporations, labor unions, professional associations, religious organizations, and credit unions.

· Find out about taking a class through an early college program.

· Get information about the financial aid process.

· Learn the NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association) requirements, if you want to play sports in college.

· Utilize free online test/SAT prep.

· Ask your English teacher and guidance counselor to help you with your essay/personal statement.

· Complete all the necessary financial aid forms, including the Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), Tuition Assistance Grant (TAG), and Leveraged Educational Assistance Program (LEAP).

· Make sure your references are still willing to write a letter of support for you and alert them to the deadlines for submitting those letters. 

· Complete at least three applications to colleges/universities of interest.

· Complete the common application.

· Attend “College Goal Sunday” with your parent(s) or guardian.

· Once accepted, visit each school one more time before making a decision.

· Talk over your options with your parent(s) and guidance counselor. 

· Continue to work after school and during the summer and keep saving money in a savings account.
Useful websites and contacts on the reverse side!

Here are some helpful websites:
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   General Information Regarding Getting Into and Going to College

· Visit our GEAR UP website: www.gearupme.org 

· College Board: www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?student

· College Net: www.collegenet.com

· FastWeb!: www.fastweb.com

· Mapping Your Future: www.mappingyourfuture.org

· National Association for College Admission Counseling: www.nacacnet.org

· Grade specific e-newsletters: www.makingcollegecount.com

· College Answer: www.collegeanswer.com

· Maine Parent Federation: www.mpf.org


   Financial Aid/ Scholarship Information
· Finance Authority of Maine: www.famemaine.com 

· FAFSA - http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/fafsa.jsp

· U.S. Department of Education - www.studentaid.ed.gov

· Financial Aid Estimator Form: www.finaid.org/finaid/calculators/estimate.html

· FinAid: www.finaid.org

· Financial Aid for Student Athletes: www.finaid.org/otheraid/sports.phtml

· Scholarship Resource Network: www.srnexpress.com

· Sallie Mae: http://scholarships.salliemae.com

· LEAP: www.ed.gov/programs/leap/ 

· Scholarships for Students in ME: www.collegescholarships.org/states/maine.htm

· Maine Community Foundation: www.mainecf.org

· Getting Maine Kids College Ready: www.getmaineready.com/


   Information on Choosing a College and Career

· Career Find-O-Rama: http://skylib.ousd.k12.ca.us/careers.htm 

· National Center of Education Statistics: www.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cool

· Peterson’s: www.petersons.com

· Maine Higher Education Council: www.maine.gov/mhec

· KnowHow2Go: www.knowhow2go.org


   Test Information

· Taking entrance exams: www.collegeanswer.com/preparing/content/prep_test.jsp

· ACT (American College Testing): www.act.org

· College Board Exams: www.collegeboard.com/testing


