Research Brief

Student Portfolios

Question: 
Summary of Findings: (Exerts from “The Research on Portfolios in Education” by Dr. Helen C. Barrett)
The use of "portfolio assessment" in education emerged in the late 1980s, primarily in college writing classrooms (Belanoff, Elbow, 1991) to address the needs for accountability: the emphasis on portfolio assessment. In K-12 classrooms, the emphasis was more on portfolios as a showcase for learning, as a counterpoint to traditional forms of assessment or to illuminate capabilities not covered by standardized testing: the emphasis on portfolio assessment. According to Kathleen Blake Yancey and Irwin Weiser (1997), those purposes are becoming reversed, with post-secondary institutions exploring the wide varieties of purposes for portfolios (learning, advising, employment) and with state departments of education (Kentucky, Vermont, Connecticut) designing statewide models of student portfolios for statewide assessment.

In their synthesis of “Portfolio Research: A Slim Collection,” Herman and Winters (1994) note the following:
Well-designed portfolios represent important, contextualized learning that requires complex thinking and expressive skills. Traditional tests have been criticized as being insensitive to local curriculum and instruction, and assessing not only student achievement but aptitude. Portfolios are being heralded as vehicles that provide parents and the community with credible evidence of student achievement, and inform policy and practice at every level of the educational system. (Educational Leadership, October 1994, pp. 48-55)
These authors go on to discuss the lack of empirical evidence to support these claims. Joanne Carney (2001) noted in the literature review for her dissertation that the research literature on portfolios has not changed in the seven years since Herman & Winters published their article. 
Collections of writing are considered here as a special case of a class of new performance assessments know as “portfolio assessments.” Although models of portfolio assessment differ, it is common practice that students’ classroom work and their reflections on that work are assembled as evidence of growth and achievement. The goal is to produce richer and more valid assessments of students’ competencies than are possible from traditional testing… However, little is know regarding the capacity of portfolio assessment to support judgments that are valid for large-scale [assessment] purposes. (Novak, Herman, & Gearhart, 1996)
In a Consumer Guide on “Student Portfolios: Classroom Uses” the U.S. Department of Education (November 1993) noted the following:

WHAT DOES THE RESEARCH SAY? Research shows that students at all levels see assessment as something that is done to them on their class work by someone else. Beyond "percent correct," assigned letter grades, and grammatical or arithmetic errors, many students have little knowledge of what is involved in evaluating their class work. Portfolios can provide structure for involving students in developing and understanding criteria for good efforts, in coming to see the criteria as their own, and in applying the criteria to their own and other students' work. 

Research also shows that students benefit from an awareness of the processes and strategies involved in writing, solving a problem, researching a topic, analyzing information, or describing their own observations. Without instruction focused on the processes and strategies that underlie effective performance of these types of work, most students will not learn them or will learn them only minimally. And without curriculum-specific experience in using these processes and strategies, even fewer students will carry them forward into new and appropriate contexts. Portfolios can serve as a vehicle for enhancing student awareness of these strategies for thinking about and producing work--both inside and beyond the classroom. (http://www.ed.gov/pubs/OR/ConsumerGuides/classuse.html)

In a follow-up Consumer Guide (December 1993), “Student Portfolios: Administrative Uses” the authors addressed the use of portfolios for administrative purposes and here is what they noted about the research:

WHAT DOES THE RESEARCH SAY? Experience with classroom-level portfolio projects shows that many portfolios are currently highly individualized, if not intensely personal. Judged in light of available standards--some district and school policies, court decisions, and professional association standards--many of our existing student portfolios appear to contain too little information for "high-stakes" administrative uses.

One ERIC Digest “The Portfolio and Its Use: Developmentally Appropriate Assessment of Young Children” was written in 1992 and covers basic principles of using portfolios in early childhood education. http://www.ericfacility.net/ericdigests/ed351150.html 

Resources:

ERADC - ( e-portfolio research and development community ), has been set up to provide a reference point for interested parties to contribute and learn more about e-portfolios and developments that may impact on the e-portfolio. The creator, Dave Tosh, is currently undertaking a PhD at the University of Edinburgh. http://eradc.org/index.php
Electronic Portfolios - here find Portfolio Examples, Articles and Scholarly Papers from the Technology Applications Center for Educator development, Texas. http://www.tcet.unt.edu/START/assess/elecport.htm
Portfolios - are a collection of student work. Compiled from representative selections based upon specific criteria, portfolios provide tangible evidence of student growth and achievement. They exhibit progress over a period of time and can provide opportunity for student self-reflection and goal-setting. http://curriculumfutures.org/assessment/a04-portfolios.html
Electronic Portfolios in the K-12 Classroom - prepared by Education World, the electronic portfolio, already a well-established tool in higher education, is beginning to appear in K-12 classrooms as well. http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/tech/tech111.shtml
Educause - Do a search on this website for a plethora of eportfolio resources. http://www.educause.edu/home
ePortconsortium.org Resources Webpage -this Webpage lists software, projects, presentations, documents/articles and more. http://www.eportconsortium.org/Content/Root/resources.aspx
Rubric for Assessing Electronic Portfolios - by Joyce L. Morris, Ed.D., University of Vermont, Department of Education. http://www.uvm.edu/~jmorris/rubricep.html
Technology and Assessment - Using Technology to Support Alternative Assessment and Electronic Portfolios. http://electronicportfolios.org/portfolios.html
Assessment of Electronic Portfolios - created by Dr. Barbara Cozza, includes a sample rubrics on how to evaluate student electronic portfolios. http://academic.uofs.edu/faculty/cozzab2/portfolio.html
Electronic Portfolio Scoring Rubric - Assessment of Electronic Portfolios http://seuss.wcs.sad40.k12.me.us/ep/rubric.htm
Multimedia Project Rubrics - Developed by Caroline McCullen, Instructional Technologist, SAS inSchool, Cary, NC http://www.ncsu.edu/midlink/rub.mmproj.htm
Articles on Portfolios
Directions in Electronic Portfolio Development - this article by David Gibson and Helen Barrett, explores the advantages and trade-offs of two paths to the development of electronic portfolios ​ using generic tools and using customized systems. http://it.coe.uga.edu/itforum/paper66/paper66.htm
Creating Self-Portraits - students design portfolios to share insights about themselves, interview of David Brear by INTEL at NECC, 2003. http://www97.intel.com/education/odyssey/day_325/day_325.htm
Electronic Portfolios - Welcome to the iMET website, part of the Masters of Education: Educational Technology program at California State University, Sacramento. http://imet.csus.edu/portfolios.htm
Electronic Portfolios - E-portfolios are an National Learning Infrastructure Initiative key theme because their use has the potential to transform teaching and learning so that it is more learner centered and outcomes oriented. http://at.sfsu.edu/projects/eportfolio.php?redirType=s
Creating and Using Portfolios on the Alphabet Superhighway - this article by Pauline Auld, provides an overview for educators in the creation and use of electronic portfolios on the Alphabet Superhighway. It outlines how portfolios may be used in a variety of ways in the classroom. http://www.members.shaw.ca/technology/assignments/phase%201/lscriptpauline.htm
Uses of Digital Portfolios for Elementary Students - Digital Portfolios can be used with any age, in any context. Different types of documents can be used to record elementary students' growth throughout the year. http://reta.nmsu.edu/Lessons/digital/elem/elemen.html
Writing Portfolios: What Teachers Learn from Student Self-Assessment - by Kim Johnson-Bogart, Examples from students' self-reflective essays, created to organize and explain their selections for end-of-term writing portfolios, reveal how much students learn from such reflection. http://www.evergreen.edu/washcenter/resources/acl/e2.html
 

Creating Electronic Portfolios
Creating ePortfolios - Learn to build e-Portfolios and implement them with students. http://members.shaw.ca/technology/index.htm
Using HyperLinks to Create Student Portfolios - learn how to use hyperlinks to create student portfolios. http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/techtorial/techtorial044.shtml
E-Portfolio Fever - learn what electronic portfolios are, how to create them, and how to use them in K-12 classrooms. http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/techtorial/techtorial038.shtml
 

 Examples of Online Portfolios
The iTeacherEd Project - Student Electronic Portfolios - University of Regina, faculty of Education, view examples of electronic portfolios created by student teachers enabling them to share their work with a larger audience and other helpful links. http://education.uregina.ca/iteachered/multimedia/eportfolios/
Example , Kevin McIntyre's Digital Portfolio, from UBC EDUC 490A, Summer, 2004, with permission ( course facilitated by David Brear ). http://www.cust.educ.ubc.ca/wstudents/TSED/Students03/McIntyre/Portfolio/index.html
Conestoga High School Visual Art Gallery - Individual Student Portfolios, the links will take you to individual pages authored by Conestoga High School Art students. http://www.tesd.k12.pa.us/stoga/dept/artwebpage/visualart/portfolios/index.html
Electronic Portfolios - samples from students of Discovery Middle School, Orlando, Florida on many topics. http://longwood.cs.ucf.edu/~MidLink/portfolios.dms.html
Exit Portfolio - San Lorenzo Valley High School, the SLV Senior Exit Portfolio is a student selected, heart felt collection of work which represents his/her reflections and achievements in academic studies, personal growth, and extracurricular activities. http://cougar.slvhs.slv.k12.ca.us/srportfolio/
Mrs. Silverman's Webfolio - Mrs. Silverman's class web sites are no longer being maintained due to her retirement. They will remain online for students to visit their digital webfolios. It brings back nice memories of second grade. http://kids-learn.org/
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