Dear Parents,

I am writing to let you know about an exciting change to our GEAR UP program. Our school district has taken part in the Maine State GEAR UP program since 1999. The GEAR UP program works with schools, parents, and students to raise the number of students from low-income families who go on to higher education. 

In the past, we could only enroll students who were eligible for free or reduced lunch. Starting in the fall of 2009, the entire 7-10th grades will be enrolled.

There are many reasons for this change, including:

· A chance to take a closer look at our current college-preparatory program to see what is working and what is not for all students. We will examine what the data tells us about participation in college-prep activities, grades, SAT and MEA test scores, etc, with the goal of continued improvement and having more of our students continue their education after high school.
· We want to continue to be able to offer important events like college trips and financial aid nights at little or no cost to students or families.

· This change puts Maine in a better position to apply for additional funding for scholarships and for our school. Right now, the GEAR UP scholarship is offered only to students who are already enrolled, ending with the graduating class of 2011 because this is when our current grant expires. If Maine is able to obtain another GEAR UP grant in 2011, we hope to be able to provide a scholarship to more students who are income-eligible.
Our school will continue to work with you and your child to make sure that your child has the skills and support needed for life after high school. The GEAR UP program helps to raise the hopes, dreams, and goals for all students. 

For more information about the GEAR UP program, contact the following: 

Go to www.gearupme.org or www.mpf.org
School Contact. (Insert contact information here) 

Ray Cook, Maine Parent Federation, (800) 870-7746, rcook@mpf.org
Beth Lambert, Syntiro, (866) 291-0004, beth@syntiro.org 
Sincerely,


(Your name)
